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The Nairobi International Convention on the Removal

of Wrecks 2007 will enter into force on 14 April 2015.

It is designed to extend a coastal state’s powers to take

action against shipwrecks located beyond its territorial

waters. 



The Convention will apply to hazardous wrecks

that lie within a coastal state’s Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ), the limit of which is normally 200 nautical miles from 

its shore’s baseline. 

The Convention also includes an optional clause enabling a 

signatory state to apply the international regime to its 

territorial waters, the limit of which is normally 12 miles 

from its shore’s baseline and represents the maritime 

boundary of application for its national laws.



Contracting States Date of Acc. Entry into force 

Antigua and Barbuda 09/01/2015 14/04/2015

Bulgaria 08/02/2012 14/04/2015

Congo 19/05/2014 14/04/2015

Cook Islands 22/12/2014 14/04/2015

Denmark 14/04/2014 14/04/2015

Germany 20/06/2013 14/04/2015

India 23/03/2011 14/04/2015

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 19/04/2011 14/04/2015

Liberia 08/01/2015 14/04/2015

Malaysia 28/11/2013 14/04/2015

Malta 18/01/2015 18/04/2015

Marshall Islands 27/10/2014 14/04/2015

Morocco 13/06/2013 14/04/2015

Nigeria 23/07/2009 14/04/2015

Palau 29/09/2011 14/04/2015

Tuvalu 17/02/2015 17/05/2015

United Kingdom 30/11/2012 14/04/2015

29.1.2015



Highlights
2. “Ship” means a seagoing vessel of any type whatsoever…

3. “Maritime casualty” means a collision of ships, stranding or 

other incident of navigation…

4. “Wreck”, …a sunken or stranded ship;…

5. “Hazard” means any condition or threat that:

(a) poses a danger or impediment to navigation; or

(b) may reasonably be expected to result in major harmful 

consequences to the marine environment, or damage to the 

coastline or related interests of one or more States.



6. “Related interests” means the interests of a coastal State directly affected 

or threatened by a wreck, such as:

(a) maritime coastal, port and estuarine activities, including fisheries 

activities, constituting an essential means of livelihood of the persons 

concerned;

(b) tourist attractions and other economic interests of the area concerned;

(c) the health of the coastal population and the wellbeing of the area 

concerned, including conservation of marine living resources and of wildlife; 

and

(d) offshore and underwater infrastructure.

7. “Removal” means any form of prevention, mitigation or elimination of the 

hazard created by a wreck. “Remove”, “removed” and “removing” shall be 

construed accordingly.



Article 4, Exclusions…

2. This Convention shall not apply to any warship or other ship owned or 

operated by a State and used, for the time being, only on Government non-

commercial service, unless that State decides otherwise.

3. Where a State Party decides to apply this Convention to its warships or 

other ships as described in paragraph 2, it shall notify the Secretary-General, 

thereof, specifying the terms and conditions of such application.



Article 5, Reporting wrecks

2. Such reports shall provide the name and the principal place of business of 

the registered owner and all the relevant information necessary for the 

Affected State to determine whether the wreck poses a hazard in accordance 

with article 6, including:

(a) the precise location of the wreck;

(b) the type, size and construction of the wreck;

(c) the nature of the damage to, and the condition of, the wreck;

(d) the nature and quantity of the cargo, in particular any hazardous and 

noxious substances; and

(e) the amount and types of oil, including bunker oil and lubricating oil, on 

board.



Article 6, Determination of hazard

When determining whether a wreck poses a hazard, the following criteria 

should be taken into account by the Affected State:

(a) the type, size and construction of the wreck;

(b) depth of the water in the area;

(c) tidal range and currents in the area;

(d) particularly sensitive sea areas identified and, as appropriate, designated 

in accordance with guidelines adopted by the Organization∗, or a clearly 

defined area of the exclusive economic zone where special mandatory 

measures have been adopted pursuant to article 211, paragraph 6, of the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982;

(e) proximity of shipping routes or established traffic lanes;

(f) traffic density and frequency;

(g) type of traffic;



(h) nature and quantity of the wreck’s cargo, the amount and types of oil 

(such as bunker oil and lubricating oil) on board the wreck and, in particular, 

the damage likely to result should the cargo or oil be released into the 

marine environment;

(i) vulnerability of port facilities;

(j) prevailing meteorological and hydrographical conditions;

(k) submarine topography of the area;

(l) height of the wreck above or below the surface of the water at lowest 

astronomical tide;

(m) acoustic and magnetic profiles of the wreck;

(n) proximity of offshore installations, pipelines, telecommunications cables 

and similar structures; and

(o) any other circumstances that might necessitate the removal of the wreck.



Answer given by Ms Bulc on behalf of the Commission

There is presently no Commission initiative concerning mapping and risk assessment of wrecks, including oil 

recovery measures, in general.

The Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission (Helcom), to which the European Union is a party 

represented by the Commission, agreed in 2013 to produce by 2015 a thematic assessment of the 

environmental risks of hazardous submerged objects, including contaminated wrecks. A Working Group has 

been created to deliver this initiative.

In regards to mapping and risk assessment of wrecks, the Commission would like to bring to the distinguished 

Member's attention the relevant provisions of the Nairobi Wreck Removal Convention of 2007, which will 

enter into force on 14 April 2015. Namely, Articles 6, 7 and 8 of that Convention deal, respectively, with the 

obligations of affected coastal States to determine the hazard, locate and mark any wrecks. The Commission 

supports ratification of this Convention by Member States in order to put in place a global system of rules on 

the response to wrecks.

The positions of wrecks that consitute a hazard to navigation are marked on publicly available charts. The 

positions of other wrecks are maintained in national databases, including those responsible for cultural 

heritage, in order to prevent unsafe exploration and looting of treasures. The assessment of whether an old 

wreck constitutes a hazard to navigation or the environment, needs to be undertaken on a case by case basis 

relying on scientific evidence.
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